
Welcome new and returning families to another exciting 
school year in South Holland District 150.  Join me in         
welcoming new staff to our district:  Klaine Hines,              
Kindergarten teacher, Greenwood School; Nyle Taylor,        
Interim Band/Music teacher, McKinley School; Cheryl 
Moore, Special Education teacher, McKinley School; Scott 
Hannagan, 5th grade teacher McKinley School; Pablo 
Reyes, 7th grade Math teacher, McKinley School; Leopoldo Zambrano, custodian,  
McKinley; Adriana Vasquez, custodian, Greenwood School; Ayanna Perkins has 
been reassigned from Dean of Students  to Assistant Principal, McKinley School; 
Denise Mabry, Social Worker Intern, Chicago State University; and Antashia  
Taylor, Social Intern, University of Illinois. 
 

Master School Board Member/LeaderShop 
Congratulations to all of our school board members who have completed the  
Illinois Association of School Boards (IASB) Master Board Member Program  
and/or LeaderShop Academy. Recognition 
will take place in October at the South 
Cook Division Fall Meeting. All of  
District 150 Board Members will receive 
an award, recognizing their efforts  
toward continuous learning and  
professional development, as well as, time 
devoted to IASB leadership activities and 
volunteer service to public education. We 
thank the school board for its ongoing support over the years as we continue our 
journey to “Exceed the Limits” by providing the necessary support for staff and 
students in our pursuit of academic excellence. 
 

Pathway to an Engineering Degree 
Last year, Ms. Webb, Asst. Supt. and I had the opportunity to work 
on the planning committee to establish a partnership and pathway 
for high school students in South Cook, particularly, children of 
color, to obtain an Engineering Degree from Northern Illinois  
University.  The planning committee consisted of administrators 
from High School Districts: 205 Thornton Township, Rich  

Township 227 and Kankakee 111; South Suburban Junior College, Prairie State 
Junior College and Kankakee Junior College; Elementary Districts: South Holland 
150, Matteson 159, West Harvey/Dixmoor147 and Hazel Crest 152.5; the Dean of 
the College of Engineering for Northern University and coordinator Jeff Cohn of 
Energy System Groups.  Students will be able to earn dual credit (high school and 
college) by taking selected courses.  Eligible students could elect to attend their 
local junior college up to three years.  This will help reduce the cost for attending 
college.  They will then spend their last year at Northern University.   
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In the interim, McKinley was able to send 10, 7th graders to District 205’s Summer STEM Program for two 
weeks at no cost to students.  The focus was on coding and robotics.  Our students had a wonderful experience 
during the two weeks.  We are looking at replicating the STEM program in our junior high school science  
classes.  Special thanks to District 205 for donating some of the robots used during their Summer STEM  
program for classroom use in the science classes.  Ms. Staley, 7th grade science teacher, taught in the  
Summer STEM program held at Thornwood High School.  The plan is to open the STEM program to all  
students in South Cook. 
 
LED Lighting Upgrade 
Last school year, the board approved for us to submit a grant application to the Illinois Energy Now program 
sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economics Opportunities.  This grant could reduce  
our cost up to 40% to upgrade our high energy lights in the gymnasiums at Greenwood and McKinley to a  
low energy cost efficient LED lights.  This will have a significant impact on our electric energy costs.  We  
are looking to hear from them soon.  If the grant is received, the upgrade will occur this school year. 
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From the Desk of Dr. Denise Julius 
Assistant Superintendent of Specialized Services  
The 2016-2017 school year marks an exciting time for the South Holland School  
District 150 Office of Specialized Services. Our office continues to maintain a  
strategic focus on providing the highest quality of educational experiences for students  
who may require additional academic and/or social-emotional support from  
Prekindergarten to eighth grades.  

 

We proudly do this within a framework that will facilitate an environment  
providing differentiated instruction to meet the needs of each student to the  
best of his or her ability levels.  Students with exceptionalities must consistently 
be challenged academically to reach their fullest potential.  
 
It is through the strongest collaboration among staff, students, parents, School 
Board members and the community,  that we will take student achievement to 
new heights.  The Office of Specialized Services Team looks forward to a year  
of collaboration and teamwork between our staff members, you and your child.   
 

Parents are an integral part in the educational process and we appreciate your insight 
and involvement as we work together.   Our school district has a proud history of  
academic excellence and community spirit. It is this type of pride that will help us to 
meet many new goals and implement new initiatives.   
 
Parents should expect that quality instruction is taking place in every classroom,  
every day, for every child.  Community members, businesses and organizations are  
welcome to become engaged with our schools. As we continue to build on our  
collective strengths and grow where we have opportunities, the focus will always remain  
on supporting our students so that they soar higher than they ever thought possible. 

 
 

“Students must become entrepreneurs of their own learning to  
ensure that they are college and career ready.” 
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Hello parents and community members of South Holland School District 150. My name is Ms. Tiffany 
Webb, the Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Technology. Welcome back to another       
exciting school year!  Resource experts and organizations such as the National PTA, Scholastic, 
Common Sense Media and Great Schools want you to be a Learning Hero, and so do we in SD150.  
The Super 5 (http://bealearninghero.org/super5/) is a resource for parents to help find answers to 
instructional matters through easy to use resources and videos.  I encourage you to visit this website 
and other websites embedded within this newsletter to help strengthen your awareness and 
knowledge of what your child’s learning and expectations are for their academic development. Be 
encouraged to view the digital copy of this newsletter on our District website (www.sd150.org) to 

more readily visit the links with a click of a button. 

The Great Schools website (http://www.greatschools.org/) 
was developed to empower parents to unlock educational 
opportunities for their children. Parenting resources are 
available on this site to support learning at home and guide 
children to great futures. Click the link or picture above, go 
to Parenting, then scroll down to Academics to find a wealth 
of resources you can utilize with your child.  We have 
GREAT Schools and can become even greater with our 

parents utilizing these resources with their children. 

READING Resource: Grades K – 8 

Provides rigorous, on-grade-level instruction    
and practice with Ready® and additional    
downloadable lessons to help meet individual student  
or small group needs. Click Here for details or visit, http://
www.curriculumassociates.com/products/ready-common-core-
overview.aspx 

What’s Happening in the Classroom: What You Need to Know, PARCC Testing: This infor-
mation can be found at the PARCC Parent Resource page. (http://www.parcconline.org/
resources/parent-resources) A parent checklist, Understanding the Score, Practice Test 

and more can be found on this website . 

PARCC student individual test data has been received and will be distributed by the schools this quarter. School-wide test data is 
scheduled to be updated on the ISBE website with the Spring 2016 test data information in mid November; this link can also be 
accessed on our website homepage under the District Info tab.  In reviewing our Preliminary Scores our overall data has shown to 
be a 5% increase in achievement compared to last year’s data. 

In preparation for enhancing productivity with our online assessments, we encourage our students to practice on their Type to 
Learn accounts. Each K-8 student has an username and password to access the account anywhere they have internet access.  
Students can click the Sunburst Digital logo and begin their typing practice for perfection. 

http://bealearninghero.org/super5/
http://bealearninghero.org/super5/
http://www.sd150.org/
http://www.greatschools.org/
http://www.greatschools.org/
http://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/ready-common-core-overview.aspx
http://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/ready-common-core-overview.aspx
http://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/ready-common-core-overview.aspx
http://www.curriculumassociates.com/products/ready-common-core-overview.aspx
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources
http://www.parcconline.org/resources/parent-resources
http://www.sd150.org/links/type_to_learn__sunburst_digital
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From the Desk of Tiffany Webb 
Assis tant  Super intendent  for  Cur r iculum and Techno logy  

We are using Eureka Math—also known as Engage New York for our K-8 math curriculum.  Great Minds, have           
assembled a suite of resources that will help you support your child in becoming proficient in math. Visit the website                

(https://greatminds.org/math/parents) for more information on this math curriculum. 

Renaissance, our local assessment tool, as well as, English/Language Arts and 
Math online resource  is another system both students and parents should check on 
a regular basis. By  logging onto Renaissance Home Connect, you will see your 
child's progress in reading and math and gain access to a variety of tools to support 

your child’s learning. Use your student’s log in information to sign in.  

We have received lots of positive feedback from our first year of online registration with          
PowerSchool.  We look forward to enhancing this process even further for next school year.    
Parents, remember to log into PowerSchool, our student information system, which allows you to 
access your child's grades, assignments, schedules and more. Students should be encouraged to 
take ownership of their learning and log in to monitor their progress regularly as well. Also       
parents, if you have changes in phone numbers, email addresses, etc. make sure you make the 
changes in your PowerSchool account or notify your school office. 

We understand the Power of “STEAM.”  This summer our staff and students   
encountered a positive and productive experience with our Summer STEAM  
program.  I continue to collaborate with our staff and school board to develop and 
support instructional teaching and learning STEAM activities and initiatives. We 
are currently planning afterschool and next summer’s instructional programs. 
More information will be forthcoming. 

I am passionate about teaching and learning; and finding it a joy to work with staff who make children the center  
of education.  We continue to Strive for Greatness and have a wealth of instructional activities and resources,  
by which we engage, to help in the growth and development of our SD150 students.  Parents, thank you for your 
partnership and time as you utilize these resourceful tools and communication throughout the year with our staff 
regarding the education of our students.   

https://greatminds.org/math/parents
https://hosted87.renlearn.com/176312/HomeConnect/Login.aspx
https://d150.powerschool.com/public/home.html


There are 60 confirmed cases of the Zika Virus in Illinois as of September 2016.  This is  
according to the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH). Although the number reported is  
low as compared to southern states, precautionary measures should still be in effect.  The Zika  
Virus is spread mostly through the bite of an infected Aedes species mosquito. It can be passed  
on from a pregnant woman to the fetus and cause certain birth defects. Wearing insect repellent while going 
outside or avoiding being in dense damp areas are the best ways to ward off being bitten by a mosquito. 

 
The IDPH urges anyone returning from a southern state or a country where the Zika 
Virus is circulating (mainly countries south of the U.S.) and showing symptoms to call 
their doctor and report their travel history. According to the Center of Disease Control 
(CDC), symptoms of the Zika Virus includes:  fever, rash and joint pain. 
 
 

The Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccination (MCV4) requirement is now in effect for students entering grades 
six or twelfth. Sixth-graders must show proof of one dose; and twelfth-graders must show proof of having  
received two doses. In addition, any child entering kindergarten, sixth grade or ninth grade for the first time 
shall show proof of having received two doses of Varicella (Chickenpox) Vaccine. 
 

In 2015, Public Act 099-0249 was enacted to change the process of parents or legal 
guardians seeking a religious exemption to any required immunizations or examinations 
for their children. The new law requires that parents or legal guardians who object on 
religious grounds to complete a Certificate of Religious Exemption, which must also be 
signed by the physician, advanced practice nurse or physician assistant responsible for 
performing the student examination. The healthcare provider signature on this new form 
attests to informing the parent or legal guardian of the benefits of immunization and the 
health risks of not vaccinating the student. The certificate also requires the parent or 
guardian signature to attest to understanding that their child may be excluded from 
school in the case of a vaccine-preventable disease outbreak or exposure. 

 
FLU SHOTS 
The Illinois State Board of Education is encouraging parents to have their children 
vaccinated against the Influenza viruses. Vaccinations are the most effective way in 
protecting your child and classmates from this potentially serious disease.  
 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL 
In accordance with state and district policy, all medications dispensed in school, 
including over-the-counter medicine must have written authorization from both the 
parent and physician. If your child has medicine he/she should take in school, 
please contact the nurse’s office to obtain the proper forms.  
 

 

NUTRITION 
Make sure your child has a well-balanced breakfast and lunch each day. Students  
perform better in school when fed properly. 
 

DENTAL EXAMINATION 
Be advised that the School House Dental Services will once again provide dental  
examinations, teeth cleanings, fluoride applications and fillings for all students at no 
charge. Dates for school dental visits are forthcoming.  
 

MORE INFORMATION  
IDPH offers additional immunization information on its website. There is also the Illinois Help Me Grow  
helpline at 1-800-323-GROW (voice and TTY) for additional immunization information. For parents who  
may not be able to afford immunizations, the Vaccines for Children program provides vaccines at no  
cost to children from low-income families. For information, call (312) 746-6050 or (217) 785-1455. 

 

From the Desk of Bernadette Lawrence 
School Nurse 

Page 5 Fall 2016 Issue 

http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/zikavirus
http://www.cdc.gov/zika/symptoms/symptoms.html


Page 6 

From the Desk of William Kolloway 
Greenwood Elementary School Principal 

Fall 2016 Issue 

 

  
      Once again, we have started the school year with excitement  
                                       and enthusiasm. Our teachers and students have already been  
very industrious with academic preparation that will provide the necessary skills to  
be successful. We’re proud to have all the grade level teams back together with Mrs.  
Hines joining our kindergarten staff and Mrs. Ciciora returning to Pre-K. 
 

Our motto states that Greenwood is a “School You Can Believe In.” We stress 
confidence, pride and respect on a daily basis. We are instilling independent  
confidence in abilities, pride in daily work, and respectful behavior toward  
everyone. In addition, we’ve focused our efforts to “Sustain Success for All  
Students.” 
 
College and Career Readiness continues to be a primary focus as we work with 
the Common Core Standards. Our Journey’s reading program has many integrated 
activities supporting literary concepts and depth of knowledge. Our Eureka Math 
has our students going into various levels of rigorous understanding from general 
knowledge to abstract thinking. The challenges created by these two subjects will 
require patience, hard work, perseverance, along with parental support. 

 
On-going and open communication between home and school is paramount.  
Some of the tools we utilize are Power School, various class websites,  
or other forms of social media. Parental involvement in the various  
Greenwood activities has always projected a common, unified commitment 
between home and school.  

 
Students participate in many celebrations, such as Hispanic Heritage, 
Black History and our Annual Field Day. Special student recognition is  
provided through Student of the Month, Principal’s Luncheon, Ladies Club, 
Annual Spelling Bee, Quarterly Awards Program, and the Spring Musical for Recorders. We’re also proud  
of all the family programs: Family Reading Night, Family Night of Caroling, Family Math Night, Stories, 
Songs and Sing-a-Long, and the wonderful Little King and Queen Dance. We hope every family can attend 
our special programs. 
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From the Desk of Jerome Ferrell, Jr. 
McKinley School Principal 

Our first full month of school has zipped past us! Yet, it was filled with 

powerful lessons and impactful learning. I am excited to express a great 

deal of gratitude for this opportunity to work with such amazing    

scholars.  As I shared during orientation, it is extremely important for me to see that our students 

receive a dynamic education with successful learning experiences. Our school is on the cutting edge 

of education. We use our STAR assessments for progress monitoring; and the Robotics program to                        

teach coding, math and science skills. We continuously invest in staff by providing in-house and out-of-district     

professional development. 

Accelerated Reading (AR)  
Our staff highly recommends that all students read a minimum of thirty minutes  
a night. Reading fluency and comprehension increases students’ ability to excel in  
all subjects. This is why we heavily promote the AR program.  With this program, 
students have the opportunity to check out books regularly from the school’s 
library. After checking out the book and reading it, the students are then instructed 
to take a short quiz on the book via the computer on-line program. Students are 
immediately provided with the results. Their teachers can monitor students reading 
results and can have conversations with them about it. 
 
 

FOCUS 
Our endeavor this year is to focus on these three main areas: communication, student achievement, and effective use 
 of our district website. 

 * Communication:  Expect a monthly newsletter with current events, highlights from staff and students, and  
 important dates to remember for special events and activities. 
 * Student Achievement:  Our goal last year was to increase the number of students that meet and exceed  
 on the PARCC at each grade level. Well we did! We received our results from PARCC, and we will distribute  
 the student reports to you. Also, we have concluded the beginning of the year Star and PERA assessments.   
 Your child’s Star Reading and Math report will be given to you during Parent/Teacher Conferences on  
 October 27th and 28th. 
 * Effective Use of our District Website:  A host of programs that will help increase your child’s learning are  
 made available through our website by logging onto: www.sd150.org. Scroll to links and then select from  
 one of the following programs; Everyday Math, Holt McDougal Online, Think Central or IXL to name a few.  
 Parents can access these researched based programs to help students at home. 

 
 
Pre-Algebra 
Thirty-five seventh and eighth grade students have enrolled in our newly created,  
before school, Pre-Algebra classes this year. These students arrive at school ready  
and prepared  to be engaged by the lessons their instructors have prepared for them.  
 
 
  

 
Science 
Nyerovwome Omene, Eight Grade student, was selected to attend the Space Academy Camp in 
Huntsfield, Alabama this past summer. More than 200 students from Illinois, including two others 
from McKinley, applied for the Space Academy Camp program. Space Academy is designed for 
seventh-grade to ninth-grade students from 12-14 years old. 

Nyerovwome Omene Attends Space Academy Camp 
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District Calendar for the Remainder of the 2016-2017 School Year 

Tuesday                   November 8           NO SCHOOL - ELECTION DAY 

Friday                    November 11         NO SCHOOL - VETERANS DAY 

Monday                          November 21    SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Wednesday                   November 23         NO SCHOOL  

Thursday           November 24         Holiday – THANKSGIVING DAY (No School)  

Friday                         November 25         NO SCHOOL  

Monday                          December 19        SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Monday-Friday                 Dec 26 – Jan 6        WINTER BREAK (No School)  

Wednesday                     January 11     End of 2nd Quarter 

Monday                         January 16          Holiday – DR. MARTIN L. KING’S BIRTHDAY (No School)  

Wednesday                   January 18     SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT - Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON  

Friday                         January 20     Report Card Distribution  

Monday                         January 23     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Friday                       January 27    INSTITUTE DAY - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Wednesday                  February 8     SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT - Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON  

Monday                        February 20     Holiday – PRESIDENT’S DAY (No School)  

Monday                        February 27     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Friday                        March 3      NO SCHOOL  

Monday                        March 6            Holiday – CASMIR PULASKI DAY (No School) 

Wednesday                  March 8       SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT - Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON 

Monday                        March 20                 SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Wednesday                   March 22                 End of 3rd Quarter 

Friday                       March 31    INSTITUTE DAY - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Thursday                            April 6      Parent/Teacher Conferences 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

Thursday - Friday   April 6 - 7       Report Card Distribution  

Friday                April 7     Parent/Teacher Conferences 8:50 am - 12:00 pm 

Friday                  April 14       Holiday - GOOD FRIDAY (No School)  

Monday – Friday      April 17 - April 21   SPRING BREAK – No School  

Monday                  April 24      SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Thursday                   May 10      SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT - Early Dismissal 12:00 NOON 

Monday                   May 15     SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 7:00 pm  

Monday                    May 29     Holiday – MEMORIAL DAY (No School)  

Wednesday                 May 31     Report Card Distribution  

Wednesday                May 31     Last Day of School – Full day attendance  

        (provided no emergency days are used to close schools)  


